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Commodity Gender Fact Sheets

Small Ruminants
Metema, Amhara
	
	

	Livestock holding 
	HH type

No. of heads

Goats

Sheep

Rich

15-50
5 - 25
Middle

10 -20
1 - 3
Poor

3 - 15
0


	Market orientation
	HH type

Proportion of holdings sold (%)

Rich

80
Middle

90
Poor
No data


	Technology development 
	No improved breeds introduced being a dry area

	Gender division of labour 
	Women: pen cleaning, feeding and watering around home

Men: pen construction, medication
Both: day to day management
Women in poor households are more involved in the small ruminant rearing activities than the women from other household types

	Labour peaks and coping strategies
	Watering and feeding during dry season


	Breed

preference
	Local breeds preferred due to their better weight and adaptability

	Source of stock
	All households
Local market

100%


	Source of feed
	Source

All households

Natural pasture

100%



	Source of drugs 
	Source

All households

Extension service
85%

Private drug store

15%



	Source of credit
	Rich 

Microfinance

Middle
Microfinance and other farmers

Poor

Other farmers



	Source of knowledge, skills, training
	Women
No training

Men
Training by Extension services



	Gender analysis of marketing
	Men

No. of heads sold per annum 

Rich HH: 4 - 30
Middle HH: 4 - 20
Poor HH: 6 - 15 
Frequency of sales

Rich and middle: 3-4 times/year

Poor: 6-8 times/year

Income control

by men 
Mode of transport

On foot
Sale outlet
Consumers and other farmers


	Opportunities for improving gender equity in market-oriented sheep production
	· Higher number of goats owned than sheep

· Mainly as a quick source of cash in times of need 
· Women in poor households more dependant on this enterprise

· Women mainly responsible for hygiene, feeding and watering
· Enhancing feed availability and improved quality of natural pastures will allow better production for the market
· Small scale water harvesting devices to provide water during dry season will reduce women’s workloads involved in watering the small ruminants

· Facilitation of access, especially of women and poor, to credit sources and vet services is essential
· Linkages with processing units and markets will give fillip to market oriented production
· Organisation of small producers to enhance bargaining power is another option
· Women should be targeted for training in housing and hygiene to control disease incidence to a certain extent
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