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Commodity Gender Fact Sheets

Small Ruminants
Meiso, Oromiya
	
	

	Livestock holding 
	HH type

No. of heads

Rich

7 - 28
Middle

5 - 12
Poor

2 - 4


	Market orientation
	HH type

Proportion of holdings sold (%)

Rich

50
Middle

70
Poor
80-90


	Technology development 
	No improved breeds introduced being a dry area

	Gender division of labour 
	Women: rearing, housing, hygiene, day to day management
Men: breeding, grazing, medication, slaughtering
Both: feeding

	Labour peaks and coping strategies
	March-December


	Breed

preference
	Women have a relatively higher say in making decisions about stock/breed in middle households than rich.
In poor households, both men and women jointly decide

	Source of stock
	Rich

Middle

Poor

Market

50%
Homebred
100%
50%
Gift/loan
100%


	Source of feed
	Source

All households

Natural pasture

100%



	Source of drugs 
	Rich and middle HH: BoA      70%, Kiosk   30%

Poor do not use any drugs

	Source of vet services
	Rich and middle HH: BoA      

	Source of credit
	Middle

Poor

Rich 

70%

90%

Others

30%

10%



	Source of knowledge, skills, training
	indigenous knowledge



	Gender analysis of marketing
	Men

No. of heads sold per annum 

Rich HH: 10 - 12
Middle HH: 6
Poor HH: 1 -2 
Frequency of sales

All households – as and when cash is required
Income control

by men 
Mode of transport

On foot
Sale outlet
Private traders and direct to consumers



	Opportunities for improving gender equity in market-oriented sheep production
	· Higher number of goats owned here than sheep

· Mainly as a quick source of cash in times of need and poor rear them mainly for sale

· Women mainly responsible for rearing, housing and hygiene

· Enhancing feed availability and improved quality of natural pastures will allow better production for the market
· Facilitation of access, especially of women and poor, to credit sources, medicines and vet services is essential
· Linkages with processing units will give fillip to market oriented production
· Organisation of small producers to enhance bargaining power is another option
· Women should be targeted for training in housing and hygiene to control disease incidence to a certain extent
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